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Among the many values 
we cultivate at Associated is
HAKARA T  HA TOV.
We acknowledge the 
good that others do for us.
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We no sooner return to school 
this year from a restful, restorative

summer holiday than we break
from the classroom to celebrate 

ROSH  HA SHANAH.
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LeadingbyExample
DANILACK MIDDLE SCHOOL’S OUTSTANDING REPUTATION IS FURTHER ENHANCED BY   TA LENT  AND  LEADERSH IP
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At Danilack Middle School, we have high
expectations of our students — and our principals
lead by example. Both dr. Brenda dzaldov and
rabbi dr. rafi cashman have recently achieved
major accomplishments in their careers.
      dr. dzaldov’s book, ready, set, learn: integrating
powerful learning skills and strategies into daily
instruction, was recently published by pembroke
publishers. ready, set, learn is a guide for
educators explaining how every lesson can be
an opportunity for students to develop the skills
and strategies they need in order to learn.

dr. dzaldov shows how incorporating learning
strategies into everyday work will improve
students’ achievement, and create responsible,
independent learners.
     “Many of the theories and practices in the
book are part of the ongoing professional
learning that our outstanding AHS faculty does
everyday to improve student achievement and
create  responsible, independent learners,” says
dr. dzaldov.
     And danilack is proud to welcome another
doctor to the building! rabbi dr. rafi cashman

was recently awarded his phd in education from
the university of toronto. rabbi dr. rafi cashman’s
thesis was on modern religious education and,
specifically, how students learn to be religious
and understand normative religious practice
through their experience at school.
     “My doctoral research has helped me clarify
the complexity of an education that prioritizes
both General and jewish studies,” says rabbi dr.
rafi cashman, “and the way in which students
make connections between these two realms of
knowledge and practice.”

d r . B r e n d A  d z A L d O v A n d  r A B B i  d r . r A f i  c A S H M A n

Ko l  h a k a v o d to  Drs .  Dza ldov  and  Cashman!  We are not only proud of their accomplishments but thrilled to watch
them continually inspire our students and staff to strive for excellence. Danilack Middle School’s outstanding reputation is further enhanced
by their talent and leadership. 
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Associated is grateful for these recent gifts, as well as the ongoing financial support it receives 
for tuition subsidy from UJA Federation through the generosity of community donations 

to the annual UJA campaign and the Julia and Henry Koschitzky Education Fund. 
If you, or someone you know, would like to support tuition assistance at Associated, please contact 

Elysa Greisman, Director of Institutional Advancement, egreisman@ahschools.com or (905) 889-3998 ext. 541.

BACK
GIVING

    “Without the financial assistance from
Associated we would not have been able
to send our children here. Both my
husband and I feel very strongly about
providing a good solid Jewish education
for our two daughters and instilling
Jewish values in their lives,” says AHS
parent Melanie Krukin. “We are so grateful
that our children have the opportunity
to benefit from an excellent Jewish and
General Studies education that will have a
lasting and positive impact on their lives.”
     the late Leon katz, z”l, understood the
struggle facing young families. Mr. katz was
a past Associated parent and Board member.
in 1981, he approached Board member
Shelly carr to discuss making AHS a major
beneficiary in his will and earmarking that
donation for tuition assistance for families.
when Mr. katz passed away earlier this year,
the fund he planned became available to
the school. A $1 million scholarship fund in
support of tuition assistance was set up from
his estate. now, that fund will generate
approximately $40,000 annually in interest
income for school subsidies — which will go a
long way towards helping our families.

HIRLEY GrAnOvSkyS

H E L P I N G O U R F A M I L I E S

Even after more than 50 years, Shirley
Granovskyhas not forgotten the sacrifices she
and her husband had to make to send three
of their four children to Associated Hebrew
Schools. there was a time the family did not
have a car or even a telephone. And there was
a time they needed tuition assistance.
     “i wasn’t born with a silver spoon in my
mouth,” says Mrs. Granovsky. “through
the years things got better for me. i had
tucked away in my mind if the time ever came
when i could give [the school] substantial
assistance, i would.”
     in the last two years, Mrs. Granovsky has
donated over $1.5 million to AHS, earmarked
especially for tuition assistance for families.
thirty-five to forty percent of the Associated
student body relies on subsidies. the kamin
education centre recently announced a
preschool subsidy program for junior and
Senior kindergarten — a brand-new initiative
for the school to fill a need we saw in the
community. for many families, access to
subsidies is the deciding factor for whether or
not they can afford jewish education for their
children.

B y  S i d u r A  L u d w i G
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On a Mission

jOdy And jOnAtHAn yOken witH tHeir fOur BOyS
weStOn, ryder, tOMMy And MASOn

It’s a great place
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I n d e p end en c e

a t  M i d d l e  S c h o o l
A t  D a n i l a c k  M i d d l e  S c h o o l at the
Hurwich education centre, fostering achievement and
independence starts with teachers who can offer
strong guidance to the students in grades 6–8. there
is a well-known theory (Shulman, 1986) regarding
pedagogical content knowledge, the notion that
teachers need to master two types of knowledge: (a)
content, also known as “deep” knowledge of the subject
itself, and (b) knowledge of the “how” to deliver the
curriculum. At danilack, we honour Shulman’s theory
but believe there is a third, equally important part of
excellent teaching: that is rapport. 
    if teachers do not have a relationship with their

students, and care about them, then students will not
develop the trust they need to learn, take risks and
grow. All of our extra-curricular activities are staffed by
our teachers, which means that students not only
develop relationships with their teachers inside the
classroom, but outside as well. extra-curricular activities
are a big part of how our students develop their sense
of self, as well as their place in the school. One student
found his group of friends in games club on thursdays.
Another spent her lunchtime each day in the art room,
sometimes joining the film/photography and art club
activities, and sometimes just sitting quietly with friends
doing free art. Others find their place in the gym, be it
for intramurals, team sports or “free gym” in the winter.
teacher supervisors build rapport with students by

understanding their interests, as well as being more
accessible to them. when students have the freedom
to explore their identity, with caring staff for guidance,
their confidence, social development, academic
development and comfort grow.
    with that guidance as their framework, our students

soon become leaders at school. they choose their own
tzedakah projects, join the chesed committee and
become active on our student council. in Grade 8, they
become mentors and help guide new Grade 6 students
through the transition to middle school — having
lockers, finding class rooms, and learning how to rotate
through different subjects with different classrooms
and teachers. the resilience and the flexibility they
learn from being in an environment that fosters
independence helps them to successfully transition to
high school.
    By the time our students graduate from Grade 8,

they’ve gone from being timid students to confident,
independent and knowledgeable jews and canadians.
As jack Sable, one of our 2015 valedictorians shared in
his address, “the dedicated teachers here at Associated
have not only taught us how to conjugate french verbs,
how to do a proper sit-up and how to behave like jonah
the prophet when you’re stuck in a whale, but also how
to think critically and how to be responsible citizens in
the jewish community.”

Adolescence is a period of intense
change, both in brain development,
as well as in personal and social
development. As students transition
from childhood to adolescence, they
need an academic environment
that emphasizes engagement in
learning, focuses on goal-setting
and risk-taking, and that teaches
and encourages independence.

Fostering...



When asked whether his early education at Associated Hebrew Schools played
a role in helping mould his character, Michael Mostyn (’88) responds with the
characteristic poised assertiveness by which he is known. “Absolutely,” the CEO
of B’nai Brith Canada answers without any hesitation. “Associated clearly
influenced my life choices, even if only at the subconscious level. Those years
at the school from grades 1 through 8 had a very significant bearing on who
I became. My work today, fighting anti-Semitism, fighting for Israel, helping the
needy and living a good, moral life are a reflection of the values that Associated
helped instill in me.” 
  Mostyn reminisces warmly about his years at Associated and considers himself

“very lucky” to have been a student there. “I developed many friendships during
those early days. The classmates were close. I still remember my teachers, even as
far back as Grade 1. Associated had a major impact on all of us, fostering a love of
Torah, of Judaism, of our traditions, of Zionism and of the Jewish people.”
   Accordingly, Mostyn says, it was a “no-brainer” for him and his wife, Ella, to
decide to send their children to Associated Hebrew Schools. “When life came full
circle for us and we became parents, Associated was on our radar screen. We
had a long history with Associated. Moreover the school has such an outstanding
reputation, providing a premier education in both English and Hebrew, in a
non-judgmental environment. It brings in Jews of various backgrounds. It is a
wonderful place that fosters a deep sense of community.   Indeed that is what is
really unique about Associated Hebrew Schools. It is just terrific that children from
different, diverse backgrounds attend the school. Children see that and absorb it.
It is exactly what we should aspire to be as a community.”

of Community
A DeepSense

Michael Mostyn ’88

A  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  v a l u e s t h a t  A s s o c i a t e d  

h e l p e d  i n s t i l l  i n  m e ”“
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I made a donation in honour of
my Bar Mitzvah because i would
like to see more jewish children
be able to go to a jewish school,
to be able to learn about their
heritage and where they came
from, and not have to worry
about cost. if these children do
not go to a jewish school and
learn judaic studies, then who
will teach them? 

We support Associated because
of its commitment to academic
excellence in all spheres of our
children’s education — General
Studies, judaic Studies and
ivrit. Our children have been
challenged and supported by
fantastic teachers who have made
learning fun. the school’s warm,
community spirit has made
our family very comfortable and
provided an excellent environment
for our children to develop and
grow.

We are thrilled to support
Associated as we proudly celebrate
the graduation of our eldest
child, daniel. we are most grateful
for the excellent education that
our children have received at
posluns and danilack, from such
caring and professional teachers.
we recognize the importance of
donating to the kadima campaign
so that students continue to receive
an education that is progressive,
and which has jewish values and
traditions at its core.

We decided to participate in the
AHS kehillat kadima campaign, as
we wanted to show appreciation
for the positive influence that
Associated has had on our
children and family over the past
four years.
     we moved to toronto so our
kids could have the gift of a
jewish education. we moved
from a community where this
was not available, so perhaps
when you do not have some-
thing and then you experience it,
you value it even more.   
     we want our kids to learn that
tzedakah, no matter what amount,
is an important responsibility and
mitzvah for everyone, which in
turn enables others less fortunate
to experience the same opportu-
nities that they enjoy. 

CURR EN T  S T UD EN T
GRADE 8 CURR EN T PAR EN T S  CURR EN T PAR EN T S  

CURR EN T PAR EN T S
GRADE 8  LEGACY PROJECT

“

VOICESOFKADIMA

cHAiM
GOLDBERG

• • • • AArOn &
MeLiSSA ’91 

KOMLOS
• • • •

above (l-r):
aaron and Melissa komlos 

with their children leora (sk)
and ryan (gr. 3)

rOBert
KURTZ

& cArOLine
DOBKIN-
KURTZ
• • • •

above (l-r):
robert kurtz and 

Caroline Dobkin-kurtz 
with their children 

Jared (gr.7), Daniel ’15 
and Mireille (gr.3)

dr. kevAn 
& BArBArA

ORVITZ
• • • •

above (l-r):
Dr. kevan and Barbara orvitz 

with their children Jenna (gr. 8) 
and Cira (gr. 6)

“ “ “

...who supports the school's annual campaign, Kadima, and Kehillat
Kadima, the campaign that encourages support of our annual campaign
at any level for three years, providing stable funding the school can rely on
for programs that impact the day-to-day lives of our students and families. 
    We surpassed our annual goal this year, raising over $250,000, thanks
to the support of our “Kehillah” — our community of supporters. 

T h a n K  y o u  T o  e v e r y o n e



juLiA
KOSCHITZKY

WE  AR E  
E X T R E M E L Y  P R O U D  
T O  C O N G R A T U L A T E  
J U L I A  K O S C H I T Z K Y

F O R  H E R  R E C E N T
A P P O I N T M E N T  A S  A  

M E M B E R  O F  T H E  
O R D E R  O F  C A N A D A .  
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ThankYou!!

The distinction, announced
by his Excellency the Right
Honourable David Johnston,
Governor General of Canada,
was conferred upon julia “on her
dedicated promotion of education
and interfaith dialogue.” 
     julia’s volunteer involvement
at Associated Hebrew Schools is
merely part of the beautiful
tapestry from which the awarding
of the Order of canada emerges.
julia is well known for her uniquely
incomparable example of involve-
ment, leadership, philanthropy and
activism on behalf of the jewish
community in canada, israel and
around the world. As a parent
of former Associated students,
she served as chair of the AHS
parent teacher council. julia’s
husband, Henry, is a past president
of Associated. Both are extremely
generous supporters of AHS. 

M A Z E L  T O V  T O
J U L I A  O N  T H I S  

W E L L - D E S E R V E D  
HONOUR !

We invite YOU to join us on this already successful mission to bring important funding to our school.
We need your help to continue to make a tremendous impact on the student experience at Associated. 
Please contact us at associatedhebrewschools.com/kehillat or call (905) 889-3998 x544.

    our Kehillah represents the past, present and future of our school, including current parents, parents of
Grade 8 graduates, past parents, alumni, grandparents and even current students. We are so proud to
honour them for their ongoing support of and commitment to our school.  

As past parents, jerry and i
support the school because it
was there that our daughters
received an excellent foundation
in their jewish education and
made lasting friendships. we
hope that by supporting the
school, other children will have
the same opportunities.

N e i t h e r  o f  u s had the
opportunity to attend a jewish
day school when growing up.
it was, and is, important for us
to make sure our children and
grandchildren have the best
jewish education possible —
one that suits our beliefs and
lifestyle. that is why we continue
to support Associated Hebrew
Schools.

We believe in and support
Associated Hebrew Schools, not
only because we met there when
we were both in Grade 1 and not
only because our three children
thrived and graduated from the
school.                     
     we support Associated be-
cause, as the central community
kindergarten through Grade 8
day school, Associated has the
privilege and duty to provide an
excellent learning experience,
with superb teachers, to the
full range of students. the school
delivers this exceedingly well. it
has done so in the past and is
doing so in the present. we all
need to support the school so
that it can continue this important
work in the future. Our jewish
community depends on the
success of Associated. Associated
depends on us.

PA S T PAR EN T S  A LUMN I GRANDPAR EN T S

jerry 
& terry
DYKOPF
• • • •

above (l-r):
Jerry and Terry Dykopf
with their daughters 

rebecca (Dykopf ) aziza ’02 
and aliza (Dykopf ) 

gershuni ‘98

rOBert
PRESZLER
& rOSe 

GREISMAN
• • • •

above (l-r):
rose greisman 

and robert Preszler

BriAn’71
LASS

&BrendA ’71
GASNER LASS

• • • •
above (l-r):

Brenda gasner lass ’71 
and Brian lass ‘71

“ “ “
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MazelTov!

YasherKoach!
Welcometo

theWorld!
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Smachot V’Chadashot
A L U M N I N E W S | N O T E S & N A C H A S

Simmi Toby ’06 engaged 
to Adam Blankenstein (far, left) 

Michael Rubinger ’02married 
to Robyn Deverett ’03 (left) 

Daniel Rubinger ’01 engaged 
to julia Giddens (right) 

Wedding &
Engagements

Max Lior

Aria Ayelet

Maya

Bailey

Theo

Samara Bell ’12
on receiving ujA’s Shem tov 

teen Leadership Award (far, left) 

Sofia Freudenstein ’12
on receiving a Bronfman 

youth fellowship (left) 

Daniel Held ’96
on receiving his 

edd in education (right) 

Yasher Koach!

LifeCycle

Please let us know about your special milestones 
and achievements. Your nachas is our nachas! 

Send us an email at alumni@ahschools.com 
associatedhebrewschools.com/alumni/smachot

We want to hear from you!



I attended associated for nine years.     I am the co-founder of needls.com

M I C H A E L  K O R A L  ‘ 9 7

“
J O R D A N A  T A L S K Y  ’ 9 6

     Twenty-five years ago, while attending associated,When I was a student at associated,

R E B E C C A  C O P E L O V I C I  ’ 0 0

11

Smachot V’Chadashot
A L U M N I N E W S | N O T E S & N A C H A S

“
R U T H Y  D U N E C  ’ 9 5

“

notable
alumni

” ”

”

“
”
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Chidon Hatanach
The Chidon Hatanach is the annual 

nation-wide Bible contest. AHS students 
dominated the Grade 5/6 category:

Second Place 
Jacob Philipson (Gr. 5, Kamin)

Third Place  
Zahava Zarnett-Klein (Gr. 5, Posluns)

Top Five 
Shirelle Maged (Gr. 5, Kamin) 

Eliyahu Freudenstein (Gr. 6, Danilack)
Top 10 

Josh Posel
Ori Epstein (Gr. 6, Danilack)

Varsity  Sports
The following Danilack sports 

teams placed first in their 
varsity competitions:

Ultimate Frisbee (boys)
Soccer (boys)

Volleyball (boys)

My Family  Story
The display by Aviah Rosen (Grade 6, Danilack)

was chosen for the final exhibition in Israel. 
Ori Epstein and Jackson Berkel (Grade 6) 

also submitted displays.

Math Contests
Each year, our students participate 

in international math contests organized 
by the University of Waterloo and 

University of Windsor.

The Caribou Math Contest is for grades 3 
and 4. A number of our students from 

Kamin and Posluns placed in the top 10%:
Berry Richulsky (Kamin) 
Spencer Mozeg (Kamin)

Matthew Goldberg (Kamin)
Brandon Taitz (Kamin), Rachel Pevsner (Kamin)

Josh Wolgelerenter (Posluns)
Ami Gorodzinsky (Posluns)

Lior Klein (Posluns)

The Canadian Math League (Grades 6 and 7):
Grade 6 Team

Placed in the top 11% for its category 
Grade 7 Team

Placed in the top 6%

The Gauss Contest (Grades 7 and 8): 
Perfect Score

Joey Hershkopf (Grade 7, Danilack) 
Outstanding Achievement 

Zachary Kulik (Grade 8, Danilack) 

Creative Writ ing   
The Julia & Henry Koschitzky Centre for 
Jewish Education 2015/5775 Creative 

Writing Contest. These students placed in 
either the English or Hebrew categories:

Kamin Education Centre
Daniel Iliyae (Gr. 3)

Aliya Willinger (Gr. 4)
Gilly Driham (Gr. 5)

Jada Hart (Gr. 5)
Adam Lebowitz (Gr. 5)

Tyler Rastin (Gr. 5)
Posluns Education Centre

Hannah Muraven (Gr. 1)
Sadie Meirovitz (Gr. 2)

Amy Maisel (Gr. 4)

Publ ic  Speaking
Royal Canadian Legion 

Public Speaking 
Shira Barth (Grade 7, Danilack) 

placed first in the first level of 
the Royal Canadian Legion 

Public Speaking contest.

Student Achievements
Our students at Associated Hebrew Schools consistently make our school

proud through their high achievement in a variety of areas: 

•  to  our  students  on their  achievements  •

kolHakavod!
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Welcoming
Sanctuary

Avi and Eva Benlolo
and their children, 
Talia 11, Ariella 8,

Chaiel 14, with 
Charlie (the dog).
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years later, Benlolo’s children would receive the
same open-armed welcome. “i have a strong jewish
identity,” Benlolo says. that deep-rooted jewish
identity can be traced in part to his parents and to his
early education at Associated. 
     “Starting my education at Associated strengthened
my knowledge about judaism and jewish values that
i use every day in my work,” he explains. As president
& ceO of canadian friends of the Simon wiesenthal
centre for Holocaust Studies, Benlolo is well known as
an activist who stewards one of the western world’s
preeminent organizations dedicated to promoting
tolerance, justice and human rights.
     Sending his children to Associated made perfect
sense to Benlolo. “celebrating the holidays and
learning our customs and beliefs informed my

character. i want this also to inform the character of
my children. the kids come home and they sing the
songs of our traditions and of modern israel. they are
learning a great deal about israel and zionism. they
already feel connected with great pride to the jewish
community in canada and to the State of israel. “
     Avi and his wife eva are very happy to be affiliated
with and supportive of Associated. the school’s
philosophy fits perfectly with Benlolo’s key passion,
namely, “trying to make the world a better place.”

• • • •
“The values I was taught as a child, and that
my own children are now learning, were
critical in shaping my understanding of the
world – and that is why Associated is so very
important to us.”

Four decades ago, when Avi Benlolo arrived as a youngster in Canada from Israel, his
parents enrolled him at Associated Hebrew Schools. The place was as much a welcoming
sanctuary as it was a school. The young lad, who only spoke Hebrew, felt at home.

SendinG My cHiLdren tO ASSOciAted MAde perfect SenSe.“ ”



ASSOCIATED IS  

AT  THE  FOREFRONT  

OF  RE -THINKING 

HOW TO TEACH 

HEBREW

SimplySpeaking:
UsingIvrit atAssociated

14

B y  r A B B i  d r .  r A f i  c A S H M A n

Many of us have had an “ulpan” experience
where we learned or improved our Hebrew
during an extended period of time in israel.
One reason this worked was because
we could use the Hebrew we learned when
we left the ulpan building. in contrast,
someone may know a lot of Hebrew words
or grammar, and even be able to read a
book in Hebrew, but may have no capacity
to function in Hebrew with actual israelis
because the Hebrew was never “alive” for
the student to use in daily life! we want our
students to not only know the Hebrew they

learn in textbooks, but also be able to buy
an apple, take a bus, read a sign, or haggle
with the cab driver when they visit israel! 
     this difference, and the opportunities
for Hebrew language learning that result,
demand that we at Associated think
carefully about the classroom experience
we offer. it requires finding opportunities to
learn and practise language authentically,
not through the lens of a textbook or a story
contrived for a new language learner. it
also means finding enough time to practise
students’ creative or productive language

skills (speaking and writing), since most
have few opportunities outside the
classroom. And as we move our students
forward in their language development, it
means helping them progress toward
achieving a level of mastery that begins to
resemble that of native speakers.
     Associated is at the forefront of re-thinking
how to teach Hebrew. Our aim is to improve
our students’ ability to speak the language,
even when they are not in israel or around
israelis. this means we no longer rely
on textbooks or material that are of
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This past year, Grade 1 and 2 classes at Posluns had the unique
opportunity to participate in science workshops conducted in
Hebrew. These workshops were led by Dr. Edna Nahon, who
has a PhD in genetics and biochemistry from Ben-Gurion
University (BGU) in Be’er-Sheva, Israel and a post doctorate
from Hebrew University in Jerusalem. She has taught
undergraduate and postgraduate students at BGU and gifted
students from grades 4-8.
  The science workshops at Posluns were about the properties
of light. The children asked questions such as: What is light?
What are the light sources? Why is the sun important? And
what is photosynthesis? Students also wanted to know what is
white light, what is a rainbow and how does white light split
to create a rainbow. Dr. Nahon guided students to discover the
answers to their questions by playing games, singing songs and
doing arts and crafts.
  At first, Dr. Nahon thought that the idea of teaching science
in Hebrew to children of this age might be too big a challenge.
However, she said she was “amazed by the children’s response
and their level of cooperation and understanding.” We look
forward to offering more unique and integrated Hebrew
learning experiences for our students!

Science In Hebrew!

questionable interest or relevance to students. we have
worked hard to create exciting units like: reading and
creating israeli comics; baking in Hebrew, from the
recipe to the conversation around the kitchen table;
and discovering israeli humour. we read real israeli
newspapers and magazines, watch israeli movies and learn
to speak like israelis actually speak, which is not always the
same as classroom talk.
     in order for language to be learned, it has to be lived. 

We’re excited to 
make Ivrit come alive 

for our students!

heyt
mixacn
zixar
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AssociatedATIDENU Team:
back row (l to r):

Rick Rotman | Marketing & Communications Consultant
Elysa Greisman ’82 | Director of Institutional Advancement
Adele Yermack | PEJE Aditenu Coach
Melissa Komlos ’91 | Admissions Co-ordinator
Dr. Mark Smiley ’72 | Head of School

front row (l to r):

Ossy Goldenberg | Admissions and Tuition Manager
Sidura Ludwig | Lay Leader, Kamin Parent
Pearl Greenspan ’71 | Admissions Co-ordinator

ATIDENU Our Future
With its focus firmly on the future,
Associated Hebrew Schools is proud to be the
only toronto jewish day school participating in
the Atidenu program through peje (partnership
for excellence in jewish education). peje is a
north America-wide organization with the vision
that day schools are essential for fostering
an engaged jewish people and therefore an
enduring jewish future.
     “Atidenu” literally means “our future.” the
18-month recruitment and retention program
is designed to help day schools market the
“jewish” in education to today’s parents with
the aim of increasing enrolment and retention
of new and current families.
     “A shift is occurring that requires schools
to convince parents (even families who are
traditional in their observance) to commit to the

day school model, which has been a given until
now,” says dr. Mark Smiley, Head of School. 
     Atidenu is a north American-wide initiative
that sold out its first round of 25 school
placements. the program includes coaching
with peje professionals, recruitment strategies,
help in identifying market segments, support
in building word-of-mouth and social media
marketing, and the development of a school
“parent Ambassador” program. the end of the
program will see a three-year recruitment and
retention plan with the specific goal of seeing
enrolment increase by 10 percent.
     “in addition to the high-level professional
development being offered to our marketing,
advancement and admissions personnel,” says
dr. Smiley, “this program will allow us to follow
our strategic plan which supports an outreach

model of admissions that peje has been
advocating for quite some time.”
     with enrolment trends changing more
dramatically in the thornhill and north GtA, the
school decided to focus the Atidenu resources
on the kamin education centre. the best
practices gained from the program can then be
applied to the other branches. 

“the jewish day school product is an
exceptional one with a great and unique value
proposition,” says dr. Harry Bloom, vice-
president of recruitment and retention at peje.
“we are confident that the partnership of peje,
committed day school leaders, and the Avi
cHAi foundation can positively impact new
recruitment and retention for future generations
of day school families.”

I N I T I A T I V E

ahS is grateful to receive financial support for this program 
from the Julia and henry Koschitzky Centre for Jewish education.
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Rebecca Kirsh, David Lurie
with Noah, Simon and Mira

Jordana and Arik Bergman with
Eyal, Lior, Eden and Elan
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Choosing the Aociated Journ...——
Associated resonates 
with the Bergman Family
Jordana and Arik Bergman have been on the Associated Hebrew Schools’
wavelength for nearly six years. that was when their oldest child, eyal, now entering
Grade 4, started at the posluns campus. the school has resonated with the family
ever since. two more young Bergmans have followed in eyal’s learning footsteps
at posluns: eden is entering Grade 2, Lior is in jk. the youngest, elan, who
completed the Mini Mensch and Me program at cedarvale, is slated to go to
nursery at the posluns campus next year. 
     from the outset, the school made a good impression on jordana and Arik. “We
were impressed with the school environment, with its leadership and
especially with the quality of the teachers. the leadership makes an effort to
know every child at the school and to be sensitive to what is unique about each
child. there is really a sense of a personal touch in the school. it is a function of
the people who go  there — teachers, students and families and the warm, loving
environment that permeates the place.”
     As alumni of jewish day school education in toronto, jordana and Arik were
determined to provide a comprehensive jewish education to their children. in that
respect, the Bergmans state, “Associated really addressed our desire to give our
kids a solid jewish education, to learn what it means to be a jew and how to be a
jew. By Grade 1, the children were chanting prayers. they really absorb what they
are learning.”
     especially important for jordana and Arik is the love for israel that is taught in
the school. “that, in particular, works so well with what we do in our house. the
love of zionism, of israel, conveys a very strong bond and connection with israel,
its people, and its language,” they say.
     Lior’s teacher once told jordana and Arik that their son “has such amazing
derech eretz” (respect for others). the comment has remained with them ever since.
“we are so very happy the idea of respect is being passed on to him — how to be a
mensch, namely caring about each other and the community.”
     “Associated speaks to us,” jordana emphasizes. “it is more in line with our family.
it seems like a nice group with a nice social dynamic — and it is!”

•
Lurie Family very impressed
Rebecca Kirsh and David Lurie have always had well-defined plans and hopes
for their three children’s education.
     School would provide the tools - the Hebrew foundation - by which the children
would make choices about the lives they would ultimately lead. And those choices
would be infused with jewish values. 
     thus far, their plans are unfolding with excitement and enthusiasm and their
hopes are showing early signs of being fulfilled. Simon (6) and noah (4) are at the
posluns campus while Mira (18 months) is beginning her educational journey at
Mini Mensch and Me at the cedarvale campus.
     “we chose Associated for three reasons,” rebecca and david explain. “The
school is known for the importance it places on teaching Talmud Torah
and Jewish values. It has an excellent reputation for the level of its General
Studies program. And we really liked the overall vibe we felt from the
teachers and the other parents.”
    “we’ve only been very impressed,” rebecca says in describing the atmosphere

at the school. “the teachers are very responsive, concerned about the students and
dedicated. they make tremendous efforts on behalf of the students.”
     david gives one example of how his children, even at so early a stage in their
lives, are acquiring jewish values. “the teachers teach the parshah of the week
and discuss how it relates to our daily lives and how to become a better person.
it engenders participatory learning and the stories come alive.”
     “i’m floored!” he beams. 
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Memori F R O M  2 0 1 5

1

1. dOnAtinG MisHloaCH ManoT pAckAGeS fOr puriM,  cedArvALe   |   2. SprinG Art  in  nurSery,  pOSLunS  |   3. SnuGGLe up And

reAd,  cedArvALe   |   4. dAveninG tOGetHer,  kAMin  |   5. GrAde 7  SHABBAtOn At  cAMp GeOrGe,  dAniLAck  |   6. LeGO pOrtrAitS

Of jewiSH HerOeS,  dAniLAck  |   7. cArinG fOr L ittLe  critterS,  pOSLunS  |  8. Green AppLe  cruncH fOr ecO dAy,  dAniLAck  |
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E N J O Y T H E S E  S N A P S H O T S  O F  S O M E  O F  T H E  G R E A T  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  E V E N T S  T H A T
T O O K  P L A C E  A T  A H S  F R O M  S P R I N G  2 0 1 5  T O  T H E  E N D  O F  T H E  S C H O O L  Y E A R .

9. cLASSrOOM Science experiMentS,  kAMin  |  10. fun witH Art,  cedArvALe  |  11. BASketBALL teAM, dAniLAck  |  12. ceLeBrAtinG

SHAvuOt,  kAMin |   13. cLASSrOOM Science experiMentS,  kAMin |  14. ceLeBrAtinG pi  dAy,  pOSLunS  |  15. wALk witH iSrAeL,

dAniLAck |  15. LAG BA’OMer ceLeBrAtiOnS,  kAMin |  17. MuSic cLASS,  pOSLunS |

15
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Open
Houses

ASK US 
A B O U T :

•Free Busing
•Tuition 

Assistance
for JK & SK

TO RSVP OR
BOOK A PERSONAL TOUR:
Pearl Greenspan (South)
Melissa Komlos (Nor th)

admissions@ahschools.com 
905-889-3998 x 508

VIEWour e-brochure at www.ThisIsAssociated.com

JOIN US!

Associated
Cedarvale
1445 Eglinton Ave. W. 

(Beth Sholom Synagogue)
•SUNDAY•

OCTOBER 18th  

[3:00 PM]

Posluns  
Education

Centre
18 Neptune Dr. 

(Bathurst & Wilson)
•SUNDAY•

OCTOBER 18th 

[10:00 AM]

Kamin 
Education 

Centre
300 Atkinson Ave. 

(Bathurst & Centre, Thornhill)
•TUESDAY•

OCTOBER 27th 

[7:30 PM]

252 Finch Avenue West, Toronto, Ontario M2R 1M9

40026867

associatedhebrewschools.com/kehillat 
or call 905-889-3998 ext. 544

Support kadima 
Associated remains committed to providing the very best Jewish
educational experience to the broadest community of students
possible, regardless of a family’s ability to pay. With your support
and a successful Kadima campaign, we will fulfill this mandate 
and instill in our students a passion for Judaism that will 
make our community proud for generations to come. 
This campaign, in conjunction with Kehillat Kadima — 
our exciting initiative for stable funding with gifts 
at ANY LEVEL for 3 consecutive years — allows us 
to continue to fulfill our mission. » » » » » »

JOIN OUR
GROWING 
LIST OF 

SUPPORTERS
» » »

YOU can help strengthen our Jewish Future.


